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References for Identifying Pasture Plants]

Websites for Pasture Plant Identification:

From The University of Vermont:
- Identification Guide for Forage Legumes Grown in the Northeast

- Identification Guide for Forage Grasses Grown in the Northeast

From Purdue University:
- Forage ldentification Website

From University of Wisconsin:
- Identifying Pasture Grasses

- Identifying Pasture Legumes



http://pss.uvm.edu/vtcrops/articles/ForageLegumeID.pdf
http://pss.uvm.edu/vtcrops/articles/ForageGrassIDTable.pdf
http://www.agry.purdue.edu/ext/forages/forageid/forageid.htm
http://learningstore.uwex.edu/pdf/A3637.pdf
http://learningstore.uwex.edu/Assets/pdfs/A3787.pdf

Forage Plant Identification

What to look for in IDing plants:
A Plant Characteristics

I Growth habit (morphology)

I Vegetative characteristics

I Reproductive characteristics
ASeedhead (Inflorescence) B

AFlower type and color
APods

A Site adaptation




Forage Grasses




Grass Adaptation

Species

Kentucky Bluegrass
Timothy
Smooth Bromegrass
Orchardgrass
Reed Canarygrass
Tall Fescue
Perennial R}'egl‘ass4

Fne-s.t'ultnnlium4

Soil Moisture
Adaptation

Well-drained to moist

Well-drained to moist

Well-drained

Droughty to moist

Droughty to wet

Droughty to moist

Well-drained to moist

Well-drained to moist

Soil Fertility
Adaptation

Drought
Tolerance

Periods Of
Production

Cool-Season Grasses

Good to medium Poor
Medium to fair Poor
High to good Good
Medium to fair Good
Medium to fairr  Very good
Medium to fair Good
Good to medium Poor
Good to medium Poor

Early spring and

late fall

Late spring and

fall

Spring, summer

and fall

Early spring.
summer and fall

Early spring.
summer and fall

Early spring.
summer and fall

Early spring and

late fall

Early spring and

late fall

Relative
Maturity !

Early

Medimum-late
to late’

Medium-late

Early to
- 2
medium

Medmum-late

Medimum-late

Early to
.
medium

Early

Growth Height

Habit Classification
D;nse sod - Short
rhizomatous

Bunch Tall
Dlpen sod - Tall
rhizomatous

Bunch Tall
Olpen sod - Tall
rhizomatous

Bunch’ Tall

Bunch Shm.T to

medium
Bunch Medium

Mamnt} classification refers to the relative time of heading and depends not only on species but also on variety.
* There is a wide maturity range amongst varieties for tumothy, orchardgrass and perennial ryegrass.
. The growth habit of tall fescue 1s primarily as a bunchgrass but some varieties can produce short rhizomes under intense cutting or grazing management.
* Best adapted to locations with mild winters or where snow cover is reliable, promoting longer stand life.




Grass Parts|

Like most plants,
grasses are made up
of four basic organs

Roots
Stems
Leaves

Flowers
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Growth Habit

Bunch Sod-forming
grasses grasses




Bunch Grasses

Grasses with basal tillers but no lateral stems are considered bunch grasses.

BUNGH GRASS

ATimothy
AOrchardgrass

ATall and meadow fescue
ARyegrasses
AFestulolium
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