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References for Identifying Pasture Plants
Websites for Pasture Plant Identification:

From The University of Vermont:

- Identification Guide for Forage Legumes Grown in the Northeast

http://pss.uvm.edu/vtcrops/articles/ForageLegumeID.pdf

- Identification Guide for Forage Grasses Grown in the Northeast

http://pss.uvm.edu/vtcrops/articles/ForageGrassIDTable.pdf

From Purdue University:
- Forage Identification Website

http://www.agry.purdue.edu/ext/forages/forageid/forageid.htm

From University of Wisconsin:
- Identifying Pasture Grasses

http://learningstore.uwex.edu/pdf/A3637.pdf

- Identifying Pasture Legumes

http://learningstore.uwex.edu/Assets/pdfs/A3787.pdf

http://pss.uvm.edu/vtcrops/articles/ForageLegumeID.pdf
http://pss.uvm.edu/vtcrops/articles/ForageGrassIDTable.pdf
http://www.agry.purdue.edu/ext/forages/forageid/forageid.htm
http://learningstore.uwex.edu/pdf/A3637.pdf
http://learningstore.uwex.edu/Assets/pdfs/A3787.pdf


Forage Plant Identification

What to look for in IDing plants:

ÅPlant Characteristics

ïGrowth habit (morphology)

ïVegetative characteristics

ïReproductive characteristics

ÅSeedhead (Inflorescence)

ÅFlower type and color

ÅPods

ÅSite adaptation



Forage Grasses



Grass Adaptation



Grass Parts

Like most plants, 

grasses are made up 

of four basic organs

Roots 

Stems 

Leaves

Flowers



Growth Habit

Bunch 

grasses

Sod-forming 

grasses



Bunch Grasses

ÅTimothy

ÅOrchardgrass

ÅTall and meadow fescue

ÅRyegrasses

ÅFestulolium

Grasses with basal tillers but no lateral stems are considered bunch grasses.

Perennial ryegrass Tall fescue

Orchardgrass


